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ARCHITECTURE

text LUIS R. RIGUAL

MIAMI’S TOP ARCHITECTS AND THEIR 
RESPECTIVE FIRMS CONTINUE TO RAISE THE 
BAR WHEN IT COMES TO PROJECTS BOTH HERE 
AT HOME AND ABROAD

THE STRUCTURE 
INNOVATORS
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Arquitectonica
Although it now boasts a major 

international presence (with 

offices in Miami, New York, 

Los Angeles, Paris, Hong Kong, 

Shanghai, Manila, Lima and São Paulo), 

Arquitectonica started right here in 1977 and 

was lauded from inception due to its bold 

approach to modernism. Innovation is at the 

core of everything the firm tackles. What 

else do you call a studio whose mission is 

to introduce “a new brand of humanistic 

modern design” to the world? Led by 

principals Bernardo Fort-Brescia (a recipient 

of the AIA Silver Medal) and Laurinda Spear, 

Arquitectonica’s signature is global, with 

well-known projects such as the Bronx 

Museum in New York, the Agricultural Bank 

of China in Shanghai, the Mall of Asia in 

Manila, and Lumina Towers in San Francisco. 

Locally, we can see their efforts in Brickell 

City Centre and FTX Arena—not to mention 

every other luxury residential tower that’s 

announced as of late. Further expanding 

on its efforts is ArquitectonicaGEO, a 

landscape architecture branch of the firm 

led by Spear focused solely on resilient and 

sustainable design. arquitectonica.com

Studio Khora  Formerly known as Rex Nichols Architects, 

Studio Khora strives to infuse the principles of deconstructivism in 

its work—a habit that puts its architects in good company, alongside 

names such as Zaha Hadid and Frank Gehry. The firm 

is known for contemporary homes along the 

waterfronts of Miami, Fort Lauderdale, New 

York, Palm Springs, the Bahamas and other 

luxury markets. One such structure is the 

Flight House in Southampton, New York, 

a 5,600-square-foot structure defined 

on its exterior by angular panes that 

give the structure the appearance of 

being airborne. A look at this or any of 

its other designs, and it’s obvious that 

Khora’s mission of treating architecture 

as art is being fulfilled. studiokhora.com

Revuelta Architecture International Pragmatism 

often takes a backseat when speaking about aesthetics, but Luis Revuelta has 

always made it a guiding principle of his work. “The underlying philosophy behind 

our success has been our willingness to persevere in the pursuit of the architectural concepts 

and details we think will make a project successful for our clients and their customers,” says the 

architect, who believes in quality balanced with economically feasible solutions, delivered with 

stringent time schedules. In other words, with Revuelta you get what you asked for when you need 

it. That approach has made him a favorite of Miami developers concerned about the bottom line. 

A graduate of the University of Miami, Revuelta’s imprint can be seen on everything from office 

buildings to single-family homes, but it’s on proudest display on luxury residential towers such as 

Brickell Flatiron, Azure, Porto Vita North, and Epic Residences. revuelta.com

Sieger Suarez 
Architects
We now take the idea 

of the “see-through” 

residence for granted, 

but two of the innovators 

of the concept are Charles 

Sieger and Jose Suarez, the principals of 

Sieger Suarez Architects. Their 42-year-old 

firm was one of the first to adopt five-star 

innovations such as private elevators and 

robotic parking, a fearlessness that helped 

them land such notable projects as Apogee 

in Miami Beach, 50 Biscayne in Miami, and 

Porsche Design Tower (where a glass 

elevator takes homeowners inside their 

vehicles from the street to their high-rise 

residences) in Sunny Isles Beach. Up next 

for the firm is the buildout of the Waldorf 

Astoria Miami, a hotel and residential high-

rise whose design resembles a tower of 

boxes, and which, when completed, will be 

the tallest residential building south of New 

York City. siegersuarez.com

Swedroe Archictecture
By focusing on multi-residential architec-

ture since its founding in 1974, Swedroe 

Architecture has become known for 

delivering buildings that are consistently 

designed, cost-effective and practical. In 

the 1980s, the firm was one of the first 

to introduce the private entry elevator 

concept, an idea that’s taken for granted 

in luxury high-rises today, but was ahead 

of its time back then. This quality of work 

has made the company the go-to studio 

for major developers like Turnberry As-

sociates, The Trump Group, LeFrak, WCI 

Communities and Coscan. And as far as 

endorsements for single-family residential 

design goes, look no further than found-

ing principal Robert M. Swedroe’s own 

home; when it appeared in a 2007 issue of 

Architectural Digest, a reader contacted 

Swedroe to ask for the plans and permis-

sion to build a replica for himself on Ala-

bama’s Gulf Coast—and Swedroe agreed. 

swedroe.com

above: The upcoming Turnberry 
Ocean Club tower in Aventura 

far left: Bernardo Fort-Brescia  
left: Elysee tower in Edgewater

above: Studio Khora’s Flight House in Southampton, New York  
right: The firm’s C House in Jupiter, Florida 

above: Charles Sieger and Jose Suarez 
right: A rendering of the forthcoming 
Waldorf Astoria Miami tower

below: Luis Revuelta right: The roof-
top of Brickell Flatiron in Miami 



62 FLORIDA DESIGN’S MIAMI EDITION 18-1

Oppenheim 
Architecture Chad Oppenheim 

can best be described as an architecture 

poet. This description doesn’t only apply to 

the design of his utopian structures, but also in the 

words he uses to describe his profession. Guided 

by what he calls his “three philosophical pillars: 

“spirit of place, silent monumentality, and the 

essential,” he describes the mission of Oppenheim 

Architecture as “exploring the potential of a site 

as archeologists searching for the code that will 

unlock the vision of a project.” This way of thinking 

translates to sensory, site-specific architecture 

all over the world. In Riyadh, Saudia Arabia, that 

means carving the villas and rooms of the Desert 

Rock resort into the actual bedrock of a mountain 

to preserve its silhouette. In Broadbeach, Australia, 

it’s a trio of towers called Jewel that resemble 

quartz crystals sprouting from the earth. And in 

Miami, it’s in the gridded exoskeleton that distorts 

scale that marks the 50 stories of Ten Museum 

Park. oppenoffice.com

Touzet Studio We often hear about innovators embracing what’s new and next, but rarely do you 

hear them praise the policies of the past. Carlos Prio-Touzet and Jacqueline Gonzalez Touzet call themselves 

“futurists who believe in innovation [and who] love and respect history, and preserving our collective stories 

and cultures.” The Touzet Studio principals founded their firm in 2004, and have stayed true to those words 

since. An issue they consider carefully when approaching their work is South Florida’s perilous position when 

it comes to climate change. Rather than spewing the usual politically correct umbrella statement, Touzet 

Studio has gone on the record by saying we should look at the past and examine how early settlers didn’t 

rely on technology for all the 

answers, but rather sought to 

create a connection with nature. 

In a profession where hyperbole 

is common, it’s refreshing to hear 

a gutsy and honest viewpoint. 

touzetstudio.com 

ARCHITECTURE

Brillhart Architecture One of the various innovative designs in Brillhart Architecture’s portfolio is its 

treatment for a historic church in Jacksonville reimagined as a commercial space with a glass tower rising behind 

it. It’s the type of architecture that might happen in more design-forward cities (Copenhagen comes to mind), but 

not north Florida. Whether or not the structure is built is as of yet undecided, but it speaks to Brillhart’s belief that 

good architecture belongs everywhere. brillhartachitecture.com

KZ Architecture There are plenty of 

multimillion-dollar waterside estates in KZ Architecture’s 

portfolio, and while those projects reveal the astute 

brain of the firm, it’s the structures under the studio’s 

Regen Design Lab umbrella that show us its heart. This 

branch of KZ is focused on architecture to help improve 

the lives of marginalized communities around the world. 

Among these efforts is the Barw’Du School in Duwehn’s 

Town in central Liberia. This project’s 50-acre site’s 

master plan includes housing for teachers and students, 

and hopes to empower the community to live a better 

life. Socially conscious design endeavors are nothing 

new for principal and founder Jaya Kader, who is a 

member of the International Living Future Institute and 

the U.S. Green Building Council. kzarchitecture.com

Kobi Karp Some may recognize 

Kobi Karp as one of the calming 

voices that emerged after the Surfside 

condominium collapse, when the media 

turned to him to explain the intricacies of 

construction and architecture to confused 

and concerned viewers. Karp has been the principal-

in-charge of his eponymous firm since 1996, and one doesn’t 

have to look for too long to see his work. Buildings that bear 

his signature in and around Miami include the Surf Club Four 

Seasons Hotel & Residences, 1 Hotel Miami Beach, Chateau 

Beach Sunny Isles Beach, and Palazzo del Sol in Fisher 

Island. In recent years, Karp’s warm weather creations have 

caught the attention of developers in the Caribbean, the 

Black Sea region, and the Middle East, who have called on 

him for their projects. kobikarp.com

far left: Chad Oppenheim below: The Desert 
Rock resort in Riyadh, Saudia Arabia

above: Carlos 
Prio-Touzet 

and Jacqueline 
Gonzalez Touzet 

right: A private 
residence on 

Rivo Alto Island in 
Miami Beach

right: Kobi Karp below: The Gateway 
at Wynwood office building  

above left: Melissa and 
Jacob Brillhart left: 
The Thatch House, a 
private residence in 
Eleuthera, Bahamas

right: A private 
residence in 
Golden Beach
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Choeff Levy Fischman Although its 

portfolio includes multiple office buildings, shopping 

centers, multi-family developments, and hotels like 

the Mondrian South Beach, Choeff Levy Fischman is 

best known for high-end custom homes that embrace 

tropical modern architecture—better known in 

layman’s terms as indoor-outdoor living. One of the 

best-known examples of this is former MLB player 

Alex Rodriguez’s home in Coral Gables, a complex of 

interlinked structures (with both open spaces and 

celeb-required privacy) that became the epitome 

of the A-list celebrity pad when it was revealed. 

That commission (and others of that ilk in Bal 

Harbour, Miami Beach and Weston) has made 

tropical modern the architecture of choice of 

well-heeled homeowners all over the country 

(regardless of climate) and Choeff Levy 

Fischman the firm to call on. clfarchitects.com

Perkins & Will Miami Widely considered one of 

the world’s most innovative architectural firms by peers and 

media alike, the first office of Perkins & Will was established 

in Chicago in 1935, and the group has been a subsidiary of 

Lebanon’s Dar Al-Handasah since 1986. The Miami studio was 

established a decade later to serve all of Florida and Latin 

America, and remains the most diverse of all 20 global hubs. 

Much of that has to do with the work of one of its principals, 

Pat Bosch, who joined the firm as design director the year it 

opened. In that role, she has overseen lauded projects such as 

the Florida International University Stempel Complex, 

the Princess Nora Bint Abdulrahman University 

in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, and the Ransom 

Everglades School STEM Building. The 

common thread of education throughout 

these commissions is not by coincidence; 

Bosch is known to approach her craft 

by carefully examining a project’s various 

moving parts before proceeding, like all 

great scholars. perkinswill.com

Shulman + Associates  

It’s impossible to walk by the alley at the 

east end of 14th Street and Ocean Drive 

in Miami Beach and not wonder about 

the “balloon” that seems to be squeezed 

between the two buildings that make up 

The Betsy Hotel. Formally known as the 

Orb, it is actually an architectural feature 

that hides a pedestrian bridge between 

the two structures. An instant landmark, 

the Orb is one of many of the ingenious 

touches Shulman + Associates is known 

for. Led by Allan Shulman and Rebecca 

Stanier-Shulman, the multidisciplinary firm 

seems to thrive on catching bystanders 

by surprise. Wow moments with the 

company’s work also usually take place at 

801 Lincoln Road thanks to the building’s 

faceted glass-and-metal feature, and at 

909 Collins Avenue upon encountering 

the glass façade of The Vitrine, a footprint 

that includes a restored house, a retail 

showcase, and two new townhomes. An 

AIA darling, Shulman + Associates received 

the organization’s 2021 Florida Merit 

Award for 723 Lincoln Lane, another glass-

meets-building exercise of theirs just steps 

from Lincoln Road. shulman-design.com
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Strang 
Design 

Architect Max Strang 

worships at the altar of 

environmental modernism, a 

holistic approach that’s evident in 

every one of his structures. His optimistic view 

of the future shines through in his work, and he 

uses every one of his projects to tackle modern 

environmental challenges. In Coconut Grove for 

instance, what he calls the Bass residence is 

grounded by a structural shell built entirely of 

poured-in-place concrete. This arduous process 

elevates the architectural composition beyond 

its confines and reflects the uncertainties that 

come with living close to the water. In Miami 

Beach, the Masri residence employs various 

sustainable practices to ensure the structure 

is a net-zero energy home. Strang’s strategic 

thinking has been recognized multiple times. 

In 2016, he was elevated to the prestigious 

College of Fellows of The American Institute of 

Architects (AIA). strang.design

DPZ CoDesign When it comes to design innovators, Andrés 

Duany and Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk are in a league of their own. 

These two forward thinkers are the co-founders of New Urbanism, a 

style of town planning that advocates pedestrian-oriented, transit-

friendly communities where homes are placed close together amid 

walkable streets and plenty of green space. In Florida, we see it 

in action at places such as Alys Beach and South Walton. Just as 

innovative as the communities themselves is the method DPZ employs 

to conceive them. By engaging in a week-long work session known 

as the charrette, the firm brings all key decision-makers together 

for a cycle of proposals, feedback, and revisions that saves months 

of coordination and organizes a complex idea rather quickly. DPZ 

currently has more than 300 projects built, ranging from individual 

buildings to new communities. dpz.com

far left: Max Strang below: A private 
residence in Fort Lauderdale 

below: A rendering of Core Wynwood, an  
upcoming office building bottom: Pat Bosch

left: Shulman + Associates led the renovation 
of the Sovereign Hotel into Soho Beach House. 
inset left: The Orb that connects the two build-
ings of The Betsy Hotel in Miami Beach  

below: DPZ CoDesign led the design charrette 
that conceptualized the Miami Design District 

and produced the master plan that guided 
it into implementation. far right: Elizabeth 

Plater-Zyberk and Andrés Duany

left: Ralph Choeff above: A tropical modern residence in Bal Harbour


